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vasions; but the people of the Neutral Nation having,
through I know not what dissatisfaction, withdrawn
and severed their relations with them, these have
remained a prey to their Enemies; and they could
not have remained much longer without being entire-
ly exterminated, if they had not resolved to retreat
and take refuge in the protection and alliance of some
other Nation.

All things considered, they decided that they could
not do better than to choose that of our Hurons. Ac-
cordingly, they deputed the most intelligent among
them to come and make such proposal, which was
done in the councils and assemblies, both special and
general, of the whole Country; here, finally, it was
concluded to receive them, their arrival serving not
a [39] little for the defense and preservation of the
country.

In consequence of this resolution they took the
time to go after them and assist them in their jour-
ney, both to relieve them in carrying their household
goods and children,—as they have in all these coun-
tries no other conveyance on land than the heads or
shoulders of men and women,—and also to defend
them from their common enemies and act as escort
for them.

Notwithstanding the help that could be given them,
the fatigue and inconveniences of such a voyage — of
more than eighty leagues, made by over six hundred
persons, of whom the majority were women and little
children —were so great that many died on the way,
and nearly all were sick when they arrived, or imme-
diately afterwards.

This Village was the first one in the country, at
which they arrived; and as soon as the news of their



